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— Meet Genderbot

Hi | followed this bot for

a year before | finally
understood | am trans.
Thank you bot parent ¢

— reply to Genderbot's last tweet



Meet Genderbot

gender of the day
@genderoftheday

(2 patreon.com/mishafletch Joined June 2018

O Following 87K Followers

Genderbot lets us outsource our feelings about gender to a bot, which | think
should free up a lot of mental space for other things. Botparent: @mishafletch

= Following

Screenshot taken March 7, 2024, from twitter.com.



— Meet Genderbot

gender of the day
@genderoftheday
Sad to report that as of today, Twitter has implemented the threatened

APl access changes, and gender of the day—and many bots like it—are
no more.

Thanks for all the good times—it's been a pleasure. Take care of
yourselves. ¢’

10:41 AM - Apr 6, 2023 - 192.8K Views

Screenshot taken March 7, 2024, from twitter.com.



- Apr6,2023
Thank you so much for your existence. This bot was a balm and a comfort.
© 0 QOs it 737 N &
- Apr 6,2023
Thank you do much for uplifting the mood all those years ¢”
Q1 n Qo iht 11K &
- Apr 6,2023
Goodbye, dear friend. @ @ @
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- Apr6,2023
It’s been a delight. Thank you.
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Meet Genderbot

. ah jeez. thank you. just, thank you
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’ - Apr7,2023
Thank you for this account. It made me smile and giggle regularly.
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‘ This silly little account truly got me through some rough times in my

transition. Thanks for the laughs and the solidarity.
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Screenshots taken March 7, 2024, from twitter.com.




Problems with platforms

Twitter is

what’s happening in the world
and what people are talking
about right now.

See more on W

Screenshot taken October 1, 2020 from about.twitter.com. Accessed via web.archive.org on March 7, 2024.



“The visibility that comes
with occupying the platform
Isn’t necessarily a solution,
as visibility hides as much
as it reveals.”

— Rianka Singh & Sarah Banet-Weiser, Sky High (2022), 165

Problems with platforms



AGAB (Assigned Gender at Browse)

Building new data controls and updating
our privacy policy

Twitter Inc.
@Twitter®

As we work to make our content more relevant to people on Twitter, we also want to offer the best and most transparent

privacy and data controls.

Today, we’re announcing a suite of industry-leading tools to give you more access to your information and greater, more
granular control over how it’s used. We've also updated our Privacy Policy to reflect the improvements that we’ve made to

Twitter.

Here are the most important updates rolling out in the coming days:

Tools

* Increased transparency: We're expanding Your Twitter Data to give you the most transparent access to your Twitter

information to date, including demographic and interest data, and advertisers that have included you in their tailored
audiences on Twitter. Each category of data will be clearly marked, and you will be able to view or modify this data

directly.

eeeec TWTR = 10:10 ® 100% W eseec TWTR = 10:10 % 100% -

< Your Twitter data Done < Your Twitter data Done

YOUR PROFILE YOUR DATA YOUR PROFILE YOUR DATA

Screenshot taken May 17, 2017 from blog.twitter.com. Accessed via web.archive.org on March 7, 2024.



AGAB (Assigned Gender at Browse)

' -e

.
You don't own me @Twitter. Why the hell is gender necessary?!
X Gender
If you haven't added a gender, this is the one most
strongly associated with your account based on your

profile and activity. This information won't be
displayed publicly.

Male

Female

® O O

Add your gender

No

2:19 PM - May 19, 2017

- May 18, 2017

Oh HEY it turns out automatically assigning a gender to your twitter users
for analytics is garbage for trans people.

Fix your twitter-assigned gender:

Settings and privacy > account > your twitter data:

Male

Female

Add your gender

Cishet patriarchal BS

- May 19, 2017
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Screenshots taken March 7, 2024, from twitter.com.




AGAB (Assigned Gender at Browse)

Trend: Gender Redefined |

The Gender Evolution

Conversation around
gender and gender roles —

Conversation is increasing as people
explore and expand what it means to
be masculine or feminine and

challenge traditional gender roles. / Derogatory terms
around gender

Mentions of derogatory
terms around gender

Meanwhile, as society becomes
more receptive, people are using
derogatory terms much less
frequently.

Cuttural insights from the
Tweet volumes at monthly increments, g S 9vs 16 conversation on Twitter.

Twitter. “Gender Redefined,” 2023. https://marketing.twitter.com/en/culture-and-conversations#/my-identity/gender-redefined.



https://marketing.twitter.com/en/culture-and-conversations

— AGAB (Assigned Gender at Browse)

Trend: Gender Redefined |

How to use this trend A
In your next campaign [ N @ s -

Trans women are women. Trans men
. are men. Trans rights are human
| rights #TransLivesMatter
\ #GirlsLikeUs #WontBeErased

Cultural insights from the
conversation on Twitter.

Twitter. “Gender Redefined,” 2023. https://marketing.twitter.com/en/culture-and-conversations#/my-identity/gender-redefined.



https://marketing.twitter.com/en/culture-and-conversations

— AGAB (Assigned Gender at Browse)

“Transparency is a political claim, a
discursive resource, and a relational
tool that gets instrumentalized in the
struggle over boundaries and claims
for justice and accountability.”

— Dylan Mulvin, Proxies (2021), 195



— Algorithmic resistance

The cut The shift The stitch
separates algorithmic varies components recombines components
components over time into new relations

— micha cardenas, Poetic Operations (2022)
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gender of the day @genderoftheday - Jun 27, 2021

Today's gender is the sound of the clatter of a coin return.

7 Q arr ihi
gender of the day @genderoftheday - Jun 27, 2021
The gender of the day is a fuzzy t-shirt covered in pins.
@) 159 Q 415 ihi
gender of the day @genderoftheday - Jun 26, 2021
Today's gender is a baby disagreeable stork.
40 Q 312 thi
gender of the day @genderoftheday - Jun 26, 2021
The gender today is the smell of basement and jasmine.
Qa4 M 86 Q 452 ihi
gender of the day @genderoftheday - Jun 26, 2021
The gender today is a focused bird with a club.
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-

-

£

£

£

Algorithmic resistance

gender of the day @genderoftheday - Jun 26, 2021
Today's gender is queer.

Q17 V1K Q 5.3k ihi
g gender of the day @genderoftheday - Jun 25, 2021

Today's gender is the sound of a dial-up modem.

o7 10 527 Q 17k ihi
Q gender of the day @genderoftheday - Jun 25, 2021

The gender of the day is a valkyrie with a knife.
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gender of the day @genderoftheday - Jun 25,2021

Today's gender is the sound of wings flapping.

Q4 135 Q 586 ihi
g gender of the day @genderoftheday - Jun 25, 2021

Today's gender is a fulfilled, distant angel.
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Screenshot taken March 7, 2024, from twitter.com.




Algorithmic resistance

-

Today's gender is the sound of a dial-up modem.

gender of the day
@genderoftheday

8:51 PM - Jun 25, 2021
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My pronouns are EEEEEREEEEEEEE/skrrrrrrrt/bip bip bip ?
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Love it
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I thought | was cis but | might reconsider for this gender.
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But that one where it's slowed down by 800 percent
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‘ - -Jun 26, 2021

Gotta be one of my favourite genders

O 0 &) ihi
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Oh | found one I'm not into just now then
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Screenshot taken March 7, 2024, from twitter.com.




— Maintenance work

“To be totally clear, this is a bot for
trans people, for genderweirds, for
queers, for people who are conflicted
about gender, for people who are
questioning their gender, for people
who are uncomfortable with gender.”

— Fletcher’s “botparent interjection,” posted @genderoftheday on Feb 7, 2020



kit.chokly@mail.mcgill.ca

gender of the day
@genderoftheday

Today's gender is no.




